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that the jiva is always subservient to Lord Narayana
who is also expressed by the letter 'a' constituting the
sacred syllable 'Om\ The jiva exists only for the sake
of the Lord but never for his own sake (sl. 3).

THE NATURE AND MEANS OF RELEASE (MOKSA)

In the state of release, the soul is totally subservient
(sesa) to the Lord. This sesatva is as natural as jiiana
(knowledge) is to the soul.15 By this Parasara differ from
others who says that the state of moksa is marked by
total independence, that is, it is devoid of the feelings
of bliss, etc.

While the role of bhakti as a means of release is
unquestioned, the place of prapatti (also known as
saranagati or bharanyasa} was not specifically described
at least in the canonical works of Ramanuja like the
Snbhasya and the Gitabhasya, Scholars have explained
this aspect of Ramanuja's treatment as based upon the
fact that the rival schools to whom Ramanuja was
addressing his works do not accept prapatti as a separate
means of moksa. In fact Ramanuja had a great heritage
and a tradition behind him in this regard.16 Parasara,
however, makes the position very clear regarding prapatti
as a means of moksa. In his SRfS (1.17) he states that
'Visnumaya' can be crossed only when prapatti is done
to the Lord.17 In the SRJS (IL&7-89) we have a detailed
statement about prapatti. Parasara says that several
Upanisad-s declare the Lord to be the supreme controller
and master of cit and acit He is both the means and
goal of human endeavour (upaya and upeya). To be
so is His nature but not His quality. That is why ^O
Lord! I resort to you, who are my refuge (sarana)9
says Parasara. In verse 89 the declaration of Saranagati